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wup ban i ery woits started 

Lvouaccing In the Zervst-Baroy~Aken—Dessau area on 25 October 1951. The | 
streets in Rosslau leading toward Zerbst, were marked by an arrow with a 
-red"ball in the center of its shaft} The tank units, which had concentrate 
‘ec ‘north of the Elbe River, were attacked by formations of up to hO ground 
attack aircraft and by formations of light borbers from south of the 

Elbe River, The attacking aireraft were firod at by AA guns of all calibers. 
‘Pollowing intensive artillery praparation, the trooza asserbled in the area 
sorth of the ube River, and crossed the stream on 26 Cetober. The Sirst 
troops wo crossed to the south bank of the river on floats and ferries, 
vhich were widely seattered between Dessau and Ax@n, wore combat engineers 
and advance detachments, The main body of the troops crossed a pontoon 
bridge at Rietameck the sare night. There was a great deal of combat activity 
at the bridgehead establighed on the southern river bank on 27 October, 

but the troops withdrew acresa the river that same night. Source conelud= 
éd thet the maneuver had ended by the aftorncon of 28 October, because 

the RosslaueNagdeburg road was reopened to civilian traffic at that tire, 
Continual shuttle traffic of tank trucks between the maneuver. site and 

the dump at Aken was observed throughout the pericd of the maneuver. The 
troops started departing from ‘the area on 29 October, ¥ 


Gn 27 and 28 October, tanks and heavy weapons crossed the Elbe hiver at 
Steckby, Steug and kKietameck and advanced as f S 
ed the detraining of coi 


indau area included: armored reconnaissance carg 
2 armored personnel. carriers; and trucks 25X1 


25X1 % Cie coments (The information only supplements previous reports on the 
: river-crossing exercise in the Elbe River sector between Dessau and Darby 
from 21 te 23 votober 1951, which involved the XXIX dds I’tz Rifle Corps 
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7 oe ay th a ige engineer regiments of the GOFG and componen fr 


‘th Arty Div, the 7th Qds Tank Div and the Usth Cds Mecz Div. 25X1 
25x11 » The present report again indicates that the Fanpurere 
on ot the Elbe River ier north to south, the . 25X11 
ectanlis 2 on the south bank of the Pieee » and Combe 
PoP, aml withdrawal from, the bridechead_under a Vossuyre of p spnerd 
cope@deg foree attacking from tho south. 
25X1 Ort Sinee the vehicles cbservs ong Lo components of thos 


| in the field comment above s it is believed es 
théraving moverent of the reinforced SIX Gdés Mte cgTe \. 


2 
the north as fer as the inde area. If 00 tanks were sctually 
ed in Lindau as late as ene day vrior to the ard of the maneuver, 


nay heve belonged to cowpenents of the 7th Gds Tank Div, thich eithar 


ooo: 
re obo theta bessan-RossLau post frou Letsling Neath, or upon 

‘lon of the field exercises cbsearved in the Bure area on 25 Ostoner. 
¥ may have been reinforcements. for the troops engaged in the 
Vidas the Elbo River. The available eee ek not indicate that 

tnern force which, consisting of compens * the EXVITX Gds ite 
boris and scsenibled in the erea aay of Mopechigpes since 25 Sctsber, 

d the bridgehead cf the ZXIE Gde Mie Rifle Corns. However, Lt ie - 25X11 
, detin iely “believed 4 be S08 eee of this southern force either 
‘ipeted in the maneuver ef the northern Loerce ar constitut 


ng eide abtacking the iiideanead from the south 
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